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When in the course of human events a program exists that promotes

  the civic, cultural, and intellectual aptitudes of our young adults,

a decent respect for the opinions of mankind require that we 

 declare the causes which impel us to ask for your support.

We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all students are created equal,

 that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights,

that among these are Life, Liberty &  the Pursuit of Happiness & Learning,

that to secure these rights, a program such as the BHS Model Congress was
 established to empower Branford students with the experience of democracy, 

exposure to exceptional cities, ivy colleges, and peers from around the country, 

and skills in public speaking and collaboration essential for success in college and life.

Four score or four some and many years ago, James Petela brought forth to the Yale campus

three BHS students to participate in the first Yale Model Congress, conceived in liberty

 and dedicated to the proposition that all male [and female] students are created equal.

Now, eighteen  years later, we are engaged in a significant student revolution with students 

 attending not just Yale but also Harvard, Princeton, Penn & Columbia Model Congress 

that are, in the words of Abe, of the students, by the students, and for the students,

which we hope will never perish from this great nation or program of ours.

So I write to you today, my friends, that in spite of the financial difficulties and frustrations

of the present moment, I still have a dream.  It is a dream rooted in the American dream.

That any student, regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, age, or wealth, if willing and able

to dedicate and to discipline themselves, will be given the opportunity to attend

and engage in any or all of the aforementioned major model conferences.

And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do for you:

Ask what you can do for your country and community and future

 citizen leaders of this great nation.  If possible, please help us.

Sincerely,  James Petela
Founding Father & Advisor of BHS Model Congress
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